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Fish Creek high above the creek’s
bottom. This cabin had horizontal
shutters over its windows. The
cabin was constructed of stone and
mortared together with cement and
sand. It has been more than twenty
years since I visited this old cabin,
but at the time it was in excellent
shape. Many years ago there was
a small stone cabin on Peter’s Mesa
in a clump of Laurels near the mouth
of Cottonwood Canyon. Many
such cabins probably served as line
shacks for different ranchers over
the years or were used by indepen-
dent miners.
  Another interesting cabin stood
near the head of Rough’s Canyon.
The cabin was constructed of small
Ponderosa pine logs. The last time
I saw the cabin the roof was gone
and most of the walls were down.
There was a board cabin located
near the Roger’s Canyon mill site at
the base of Iron Mountain. This
small cabin had two rooms and
even running water. Years ago the
old steam boiler was still at the site.
  There are several cabins I have
forgotten or never had observed.

Also it is important to classify what
is a cabin and what is not. Many of
the cabins in the Superstition Wil-
derness Area were nothing more
then a wooden floor with a wood
frame covered with canvas.  Eight-
ounce canvas was usually only
good for two or three seasons in
this hot and dry climate.
  The policy managers for the Su-
perstition Wilderness Management
Plan want to remove any evidence
from the region that is indicative of
contemporary man’s occupancy of
the area. There has been a great
effort on behalf of several people
to try and preserve the history of
all these cabins within the wilder-
ness. Hopefully, we will never loose
this legacy to some notion that
contemporary man was not a part
of the history of this region. These
old cabin sites are silent witnesses
to the men and women who
dreamed about the gold of Super-
stition Mountain. The adventures,
prospectors, miners and cowboys
are all a part of the history and
legacy.
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ARIZONA WATER COMPANY
2380 W. Southern Ave., Apache Junction

480-982-2201      fax 983-6390

Water Fun Facts
& Figures

On average, each day we use:On average, each day we use:On average, each day we use:On average, each day we use:On average, each day we use:
9-12 gallons per shower or bath
4-7 gallons per toilet flush
2-5 gallons to brush our teeth
8-13 gallons to wash dishes by machine
35-50 gallons per load of laundry

Judy Holder Insurance Agency

Insuring The East Valley Since 1970

480-982-0273 • 288 N. Ironwood #113 • AJ 85220

Representing These Fine Companies..
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www.judyholderinsurance.com

See us for
your...
• Home
• Auto
• Life
• Health
• Business
• Bonds

CONTRACTORS

LIABILITY
INSURANCE

Long-Term
Care!
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SUNWEST DENTAL CENTERS
DENTURES DENTISTRYFinancing Available Through

Care Credit
DENTURES
STARTING AT

$300.00 EA.

CROWNS
(SEMI-PRECIOUS METAL)

STARTING AT
$595.00 EA.

ROOT CANALS
STARTING AT

$330.00 EA.

BLEACHING
- FULL MOUTH - 

$230.00

EXTRACTIONS
STARTING AT

$60.00 EA.

CHROME PARTIALS UP OR LOWER
STARTING AT

$605.00 EA.

NOW OPEN IN
APACHE JUNCTION!

Emergencies &
AHCCCS Plans

Welcome!

APACHE JUNCTION
1601 W. Apache Trail

Suite 2
480 982-4200

REPAIRS & RELINES AVAILABLE
ACRYLIC, GERMAN & BLADED TEETH AVAILABLE
WALK-INS AND MOST INSURANCE WELCOME

FREE
DENTURE
CONSULTATION

Some Restrictions
May apply

Medical &
Chiropractic

Team Approach

Richard Hodge, DO
Medical Services

Rick Keller, DC

Natural Pain Relief Center
2080 W. Southern Ave., B-1

Apache Jct, AZ 85220

Chiropractic Services

To get your FREE Low Back EMG Test This Week,
Call (480) 982-9272

Compliments of Natural Pain Relief Center

• Fidel Castro was once offered a chance to pitch for the New York
   Giants.
• President Gerald Ford once got locked out of the White House
  while walking his dog.
• Michael Jackson owns the rights to South Carolina’s state
   anthem.
• Mel Blanc, who provided the voice of Bugs Bunny, was allergic
   to carrots.

Did You Know?...

If you suffer from relentless pain in your hand
and/or wrist, get our revealing FREE report
which explains what your doctor may not know
or be telling you about Carpal Tunnel Syndrome.
To get your free copy, call today: 1-800-407-3411.
(Toll free-24 hour recorded message)

Carpal Tunnel Relief!!

Malicous
  On Wednesday afternoon, 12/28/
05, my husband was riding his bike
in the vicinity of St. George Catho-
lic Church. He was about a block
off Idaho St. on a side street when
a midsize light colored car passed
him at about 35-40mph. Someone
in the vehicle threw something out
of the car window and it hit his arm.
He didn’t think much of it until
about a block later he looked at his
arm and saw that it was cut and had
a huge bruise (about 3x4) where he
was hit. He went back to see what
they had thrown out. A paper drink
cup (about 9-10oz) that had what
appeared to be pink lemonade is
what he found. He could have been
seriously hurt had this missile hit
him in the face. Some people would
have lost control of their bike when
hit, even on the arm. Unfortunately,
he was unable to get the make of
car or license number. We would
like to believe that this was unin-
tentional but with what we have
witnessed during our winter visits
in Apache Junction the past two
years we feel it was an intentional
act of malicousness.

Mary A. Lowe
Apache Junction

Attention MountainBrook Village
  You and I recently received a 5-
year Plan/Information Ballot which
really concerns me. Why?
1.  My name and address are
printed on the back of the “ballot”.
I  thought ballots were secret.
2.  The ballot mentions a commit-
tee, though they remain nameless.
This is no disclaimer.
3.  I think two (2) important choices
were left off the list.
     A.  None of the above.
    B.  Reduce MountainBrook Vil-
lage dues.
4.  I’m asked to choose five (5)
projects. Nowhere is there any men-
tion of cost. MountainBrook Village
has a very tight budget which re-
ally has a $12,000.00 surplus. Are
you willing to be assessed?
5.  I talked to the Chairman of this
committee. He said if I wrote any-
thing on my ballot it would not be
counted. Is this legal?
6.  This Chairman also told me the
Board of Directors was not respon-
sible for this ballot. When did the
Chairman of any MountainBrook
Village Committee have the author-
ity to authorize the Management
Company to issue this ballot and
charge our Association for the cost
which was $1,130.00?
  MountainBrook is an age re-
stricted, residential area, not a re-
sort. Most of our residents want
the common areas maintained and
the existing facilities kept in tip-top
condition. Of course, our low dues
are greatly appreciated. Don’t you
think we deserve some answers?

Nan Hutchins
Gold Canyon
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Payment Center for T-Mobil, Sprint,
Direct TV, Dish & Cricket

480-983-9333

1000 W. Apache Trail, #110 (Thunderbird Plaza) Apache Jct.
apachejunction@yakitup.com

   
Pre-Cash Payment Center

NEW ALLTEL DEALER•    

Last week for rebates on
all phones

T-Mobile
Best coverage in Gold Canyon

and Apache Junction!

charter schools whether they
bused or not. Either the distribu-
tion has been in error, or transpor-
tation funds are not actually in-
cluded in the bulk funds.
  If Parker’s crusade is successful
and charter schools are reimbursed
for actual mileage, the dilemma be-
comes: What happens to the trans-
portation allotment that charter
schools, which don’t bus are cur-
rently receiving? Herein lies the re-

sistance from his own contingent,
particularly from non-busing char-
ter schools. Parker contends that
this is a loss that cannot be ab-
sorbed by the already financially
strapped charter school system.
He would like to see the bulk
amount remain the same or be in-
creased, not withstanding the ad-
ditional transportation funds he
feels are due in order for charter
schools to be on an equal footing

with traditional public schools.
  Parker wasn’t initially aware that
the money was imbedded and only
discovered that fact when he tried
to determine if the $174 had been
increased over the years since 1998,
when it was originally allotted. He
now faces trying to draft legisla-
tion that will leave the current al-
lotment alone and simply add to
the funds for charter schools that
provide transportation. Parker has
also had to respond to inquiries as
to why it is important for any of the
charter schools to bus.
  He replies, “Some charter schools
don’t have a need to bus because
they are in an area and serve a
population that can afford to drive
their children to and from school.
Our schools, among others, serve
families that have to have the same
amenities as traditional public
schools in order to enroll their kids.
These are families with both par-
ents working, who don’t have the

luxury of transporting their kids
daily.”
  Parker also found himself inform-
ing many of the school administra-
tors he contacted for the first time
that there even was a transporta-
tion consideration. Because the
monies were not specifically iden-

from Charter Schools, page A-1 tified, Parker says about half those
he called were surprised at the is-
sue. He found many of the schools
expressed a desire to bus but felt
they were stuck unless funding was
provided.
  Parker has a self-imposed time-
frame of January 10, 2006 for get-

ting back to Senator Johnson. He
wants to be able to present the in-
formation he has gathered along
with a draft proposal for legislation
he hopes will be voted on in time to
bring more transportation funds to
busing charter schools during the
2006-07 school year.
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Holiday Rescues In The Superstitions
SSAR ensures happy holidays for area families
By Jill Jones
The News

  APACHE JUNCTION- Two
Apache Junction women in their sev-
enties have the selfless efforts of the
men and women of Superstition
Search and Rescue (SSAR) to thank
for helping them out during the re-
cent holidays.

  On November 23, 2005, 71-year-old
Marilyn Farley of Apache Junction
fell while hiking with a group on the
Lost Gold Mine Trail. Farley suf-
fered a broken wrist and a bruised
shoulder. A man in the hiking group
had a brand new Global Positioning
System (GPS) unit and was able to
call in coordinates to SSAR Com-

mander Robert Cooper to assist in
the rescue.
  Cooper used the GPS information
to stage a base camp near the hiker’s
location. SSAR members were then
able to treat Farley’s injuries and load
her onto a Polaris Ranger off-road
vehicle, thanks to member Peter
Fleuret. She was driven out of the

Superstition Wilderness and
handed over to South West Ambu-
lance.
  On December 24, 2005 (Christmas
Eve), fifteen members of SSAR were
called out at 3:45 p.m. to search for
77-year-old Mary Kiehl of Apache
Junction.
  Kiehl had been hiking with her
daughter, son and a friend when she
somehow got separated from them

while hiking Bluff Springs Trail. Five
teams were sent into the field to
sweep any trails Kiehl could have
strayed onto.
  As darkness fell, the Department
of Public Safety joined the search
by sending a helicopter with night
vision. Despite their efforts, they
were unable locate her, but Kiehl
emerged on her own at midnight
Christmas morning near the Arizo-
nian RV Resort on U.S. 60 east of
Gold Canyon.

  “Our guess is that she dropped into
Barks Canyon drainage to flat
ground and when it got dark, headed
for the lights on the highway. We
estimate she walked seven miles,”
said Cooper. Tired and a little
scratched up, Kiehl was unharmed.
  Although the incident took SSAR
members away from family gather-
ings on Christmas Eve, according
to Cooper, “We’re all just happy she
made it home safe and sound to
spend Christmas with her own.”


